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(e) for the
variety of
the West
Indian trade.
The slavery
problem.
 West Indies, exchanging rum and molasses for fish, lumber
and provisions: some of this trade passed through British,
West Indian ports, for the English Government officially
frowned on, and in time of war definitely prohibited, this
business.
The trade of the West Indies was outstandingly important
for other reasons than its mere volume. It served a number
of interests: it employed a large number of British grocers,
and provided work for numerous English refineries.1 The
West Indies were also either directly or indirectly the chief
market of the slave-traders. West Indian enterprise was
controlled by English planters and was dependent on English
capital, of which £60,000,000 had been invested in the
islands.2 Consequently West Indian interests were well
supported whenever they were questioned in England, and
in Parliament the influence of the planters and their adherents
was always one to be reckoned with. Lastly, in a century
when by far the greater part of England's revenue was
produced by indirect taxation, the West Indies had the
distinction of supplying England with three-quarters of a
million pounds of her income.3
There was, however, one great cause for constant anxiety
in the West Indies—the problem of the slave population.
In Barbados in 1773 there were only 18,000 white people,
whilst there were 68,000 slaves, and in Jamaica in 1800
there were only 30,000 white people and 300,000 slaves.
Burke estimated the population of the British West Indies
at 90,000 white people and 230,000 slaves.4 At first there
were large numbers of white as well as negro slaves, but since
the latter were much better workers in the tropical climate,
and since they served for life instead of for four years, as
was usually the case with whites, the number of white slaves
steadily decreased and that of negroes steadily increased.
1	In England and Scotland there were not less than 120 refineries,
employing 1,800 people; there were eighty distilleries in London
alone.    (Pitman, Devel. of W. Indies, 1700-63, p. 340.)
2	Ibid., p. 430.
3	Eng. Hist. Rev., 1916, p. 430.
4	Lucas,   Hist.   Geog.  of Brit.   Colonies, p.  69.    More  detailed
statistics will be found in Pitman, DeveL of W. Indies, 1700-63,
Appendix I.

